~Q                       INDIA   FOR   THE    INDIANS
Rajesh, in many ways a man more of the West than of
the East, spoke for the first time. " You are both right.
When we all clamoured for full democratic government,
we didn't really want full democratic government at all,
though we are only now beginning to find that out. What
we wanted was a plebiscite on the subject of British or
Indian rule for India, because we knew the answer to that
before it was put. Now we are caught in a trap. We have
committed ourselves so completely to full democratic
institutions that we have no alternative but to try to work
them. It's madness, but there's no escape. What we should
have, ideally, is a partial return to our own indigenous
system with the village and not the individual as the unit
of society. Then we could have district councils chosen
by the villages, not on theoretical grounds or on the strength
of the members1 capacity for making effective speeches
but on the intimate knowledge that villagers have of each
other. On the basis of district council, we could build up
larger authorities, elected by district councils but with
literacy tests for candidates, and so on until we arrived at
a national parliament elected by indirect suffrage."
" But that sounds fine and dandy, Rajesh," I commented.
" I can't see why you describe yourselves as caught in a
trap though. The scheme you have just outlined would
provide all the democratic safeguards needed and would
avoid the pitfalls inseparable from adult suffrage among
peoples with no experience of voting."
Rajesh smiled.   " Ask John,   He will know the answer."
" I do," John retorted, but there was no satisfaction in
his voice. " I know it just too well. If you attempt to
modify the full suffrage regime, you as good as present'
power to the Communists. They'd howl with glee and
spread the story far and wide that Congress had sold
out to * big money/ and that the change of the electoral
system was simply a device to perpetuate the rule of
privilege."